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This course is meant to familiarize students with the functions of language in society.
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To introduce students to

a. theories in sociolinguistics;

b. the distinction between language, dialect and accent;

c. social classes and social variations;

d. regional variations and dialectology;

e. multilingualism and education

and to initiate them into understanding the importance of sociolinguistic theories and concepts in
doing research in language teaching.
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Books. Handbooks, and papers
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Giving lectures on different issues in sociolinguistics and then discussing the interesting
points, questions, hot issues
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Preparation by reading the material for each session;
Participation in the class discussions;

Writing a course paper and a presentation in class on sociolinguistics issues in Iran
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Class activities (participation in discussions and a presentation)
Course papers
Midterm exam

Final exam
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Session 1: Languages and communities
Session 2: Pidgins and Creoles
Session 3: Codes

Session 4: Speech Communities
Session 5: Inherent Variety

Session 6: multilingualism

Session 7: Words and culture
Session 8: Ethnographies

Session 9: Midterm Exam

Session 10: Solidarity and politeness
Session 11: Talk and action

Session 12: Gender

Session 13: Language planning




Session 14: Linguistic imperialism

Session 15: Diglossia, power and solidarity
Session 16: Sociolinguistics in Iran

Session 17: Final exam




